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The Cleveland Museum of Art Debuts Project 244 

New gallery for Contemporary Art a ‘Space to Watch’ 

CLEVELAND (Eeb. 28, 2003) — The Cleveland Museum of Art Director Katharine Lee Reid today announced 
the opening of Project 244, a new gallery dedicated exclusively to changing exhibitions of contemporary art. The 
gallery, located within the existing contemporary galleries on the Museum’s second level, will feature three special 
exhibitions annually that focus on new and exciting contemporary works and artists. 

Reid said “Project 244 underscores this Museum’s commitment to showing new and experimental work as 
part of our responsibility as a comprehensive art museum. Our small, selective shows will give viewers a taste of 
some of the most forward-looking, visually innovative artists working today.” 

Project 244 exhibitions will focus on emerging artists as well as little -known aspects of the work of more 
established contemporary artists. According to Jeffrey D. Grove, Ph.D., the museum’s curator of contemporary art, 
“Project 244 creates an evolving space to watch within the contemporary galleries. Our goal is to invite visitors to 
keep returning to connect with and interpret innovative exhibitions of the art of our time.” 

Grove sites the first Project 244 exhibition, MetaScape, as an example of this approach. 

MetaScape (March 16-June 15) will feature the work of four artists who approach the traditional premise 
of the landscape in radical ways. Julie Mehretu, Benjamin Edwards, Torben Giehler and Yutaka Sone represent a 
new generation of artists whose collective vision has been informed by revolutions in digital technology, mass 
media, and commodity culture. 

The artists’ techniques are varied and each individual follows a unique approach to traditional methods. 
Julie Mehretu layers Mylar, vellum, paper, ink and paint to create map-like vortexes of explosive energy. Benjamin 
Edwards collapses multiple levels of time and space into deliriously animated paintings of cities around the world. 
Torben Giehler’ s enormous topographical paintings are based on digital alterations to his own drawings. And 
Yutaka Sone translates the confusing gridlock of the Los Angeles freeway system into a strikingly beautiful marble 
sculpture. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. Eor more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit ^vww. ClevelandArt.org . 
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